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sing the Saints and administering His 
word unto our salvation. 

Shall we then turn from our sins? 
Shall we turn from our iniquity? Shall 
we rd sacredly the Sabbath day? 
Shall we pay our offerings unto the 
Lord, consider the condition of the 

r, and labor to promote each other's 
appiness; give evidence to God of 
our faithfulness, turn from every form 
of wickedness, purify our hearts and 
affections, and turn our souls unto 
God. If we will, then God will- deli- 
ver our leaders. He will restore them 
unto us. I know how President Tay- 
lor’s heart pulsates with anxiety, and 
the desire he has to see this people 
turn to righteousness. He does not 
care for bimself, but be cares for the 
people whom he is called to preside 
over, and is solicitous that we main- 
tain correct principles. He is the 
oracle of God unto us, and labors for 
the salvation of the pure in heart. 
His heart — out towards the people, 
and his desires are that they turn 
from tbeir iniquity. He says to the 
Presidents of Stakes: Will you mag- 
nify your callings? Will you purge 
out iniquity from your hearts? Will 
you teach the High Councils to ob- 
serve the words of God, and cleanse 
themselves and their families?” And 
2 he says, quoting the words of 

e Lord on the subject: “Set your 
houses in order before me,” as 
has required. Will the Bishops and 
their Counselors set their houses in 
order, and repent of their sins and 
turn unto with full purpose of 

If they will not purify them- 
selves, how can they judge the people! 

Tests are being made of us to-day 
with regard to our faith and integrity 
in the Lord. The law of celestial mar- 
riage, concerning which much has 
been said, was revealed from God to 
the Prophet Joseph Smith—was writ- 
ten in 1843, and published to the 
world in 1852. Since that time this 
principle has been entered into and 
embraced by a considerable propor- 
tion of this people. Asa consequence 
we have been put through a fiery 
ordeal, aud but few bave swerved 
from their integrity. What bas been 
the result! If we have not been cast 
into fiery furnaces or fed to wild 
beasts, we have been imprisoned with 
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the basest of criminals. We have 
been isolated from our loved ones, de- 
prived of their presence, and permit- 
ted to gaze upon the pale faces of our 
wives and children as they looked 
down upon us from the summit of the 
wall enclosing the prison in which we 
were confined. If we had forsaken 
our wives, forsaken our children, gone 
back upon the covenants made with 
God, and preferred liberty and free- 
dom to imprisonment, we could have 
obtained freedom, but we preferred 
prison bars to liberty at such a price. 
Laws have been enacted by which 
men are compelled to make oath be- 
fore they can register and vote. A 
great many of us cannot subscribe to 
this oath. Your humble servant is 
among that number. It is only two 
years past since I underwent the judg- 
ment of the court, and sowed my 
neck and received my sentence of im- 
prisonment for seven months, and 
since that time my wives and the 
children — whom gave me as 
pledges of eternal union between 
them and me—bave been compelled 
to dwell apart. My children are with- 
out a father’s care. The mothers of 
my children are left without my voice 
to encourage them, for the time being. 
And why? Because I have said I can 
not live with one and cast off the 
others. To be consistent with m 
God, my country and 7 family, 
will live with all or I will live with 
none of them. Hagar was sent away 
at the bidding of God, although Abra- 
ham refused to do it at the request of 
Surah. Abraham sent Ishmael away 
at the bidding of God. He did not 
love Isuac and Sarah beyond the 
counsels of God, and what was the re- 
sult? It was accounted to him for 
righteousness, It is written; “Thou 
shalt not kill.“ Notwithstanding this, 
we find Abraham taking Isaac, pro- 
bably in a clandestine manner, upon 
Mount Moriah, for the purpose of 
offering him up for a sacrifice, as the 
Lord had commanded, Afierascend- 
ing to the summit of the mount, we 
read of him making preparations and 
even lifting his hand to slay his ‘son. 
This offering was made at the request 
of the Almighty, but O! Ab n 
what are the consequences of this! 


to be branded the murderer of your 
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own son. To return to Sarah’s tent 
and meet her reproach, and be accu- 
sed of being the murderer of her only 
child—that was given as a promise— 
“in whom all the nations of the earth 
were to be blessed.” Aud you would 
murder him?” “ Why, yes,” said Abra- 
ham, “I will obey God, and I am 
willing to endare the brand of infamy. 
Ves, and I am willing to be denomi- 
agar turah, his wives, an 
Isbmael, he was also willing, if neces- 
sar 4 them up at the biddin 
of God, , said he, “the Lord tul 
me if I was obedient to him that I 
should have an everlasting inherit- 
ance, incorruptible and eternal, with 
His fellowship and love forever.“ He 
was willing to undergo all these things 
that he might securé the friendshi 
of God; but a voice was heurd, an 
looking around, Abraham discove 
aram in the thicket and Isaac was 


saved, 

Men who 2 22 into 
marriage — t ls, those who Dave 
taken plural wives—are barred from 
— 1 oath, They should not 
take the oath. They cannot take the 
oath, What then! As to the condi- 
tion of our country, laws are passed 
in which an oath is required of our 
people, very many of you have not 
— upon you 
the marriage covenant wich regar 
peek wives. A gentleman of our 
aith came to me recently and suid, 
“ Brother Cannon, I want to take ano- 
it reply was, if you do su 
a thing you cannot take that oath. 
You will receive punishment at the 
hands of the officers of the law if they 
catch you. They will shave your 
head, put striped clothes on you and 
send you up. He left me looking very 
— has tly passed a la 

ngress recently a law, 
and some men here have gone so far 
as to say that our people cannot take 
the oath—that they are ineligible. It 
has been tested on jurors to make it 
appear that they are “Many oy to take 
that oath. The question has resolved 
itself into this shape: Would they 
(the Latter-day Saints) obey God 


ereafter if He was to give a revela- 
tion to them?” From the explanation 
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Brother Caine made to us yesterday 
ou the subject, and the quotations 
read by him with regard to the opia- 
ions of prominent men in Congress 
during the passige of the Edmunds- 
Tucker bill, I do not understand that 
those who represent the jud ro 

t is is only my opinion, 

I am denominated a — 

I maintain that every one of you, 
my brethren, who have not received 
the law of God with regard to celestial 
or plural marriage, can subscribe to 
the conditions named in the oath as 
defined by the law. Some may have 
been dilatory in keeping the com- 

is the great majurity of our 
— never embraced it, nei- 
ther is it expected that all can receive 
it. Jesus said that the conditions of 
divorce that Moses had proclaimed 
unto the people of his day were nut 
2 to the whole of Israel, and 

men, he said, could not receive 
them. Concerning the principle of 
plurality of wives, all men are not 
commanded, constituted, nor in a con- 
dition in this great community to re- 
ceive it, neither can they embrace it 
asawhole. This we know. 

I say this unto men who p 
to take the oath: If you take it, do so 
with a sacred feeling. Honor Gud, 
and honor the Constitution of your 
ane stand a bulwark in 

ending His people the 
horde of robbers and — who 
seek to despoil us and bring us down 
into captivity an.i bondage. I believe 
that men should obey God in all 
things. I am willing to undergo hu- 
miliation, have my head shaved and 
wear striped clothing, rather than dis- 
honor Gud. I said to the warden 
when he decked me in them, that I 
never was pruuder of clothes in my 
life. “Why sv?” said he. Because 
when I look upon them they bear 
evidence of my integrity to my God, 
my fidelity to my wives and children. 
Tuey are evidences that I have not 
been false to my covenant with my 
Maker, and, further, because I am 
not ashamed of the mothers of m 
children. The Lord Jesus was nailed 
to the cursed tree while the murderer 
was turned loose on the com- 


Bee 


munity, as Were two murderwre 
turned wiebin two weeks after 
Lentered into prise m. One man wis 
sentenced to death ‘at Ogden, but his 
sentence ‘wis commuted to imprison- 
ntent for Me, and de and atiottrer im- 
med fer murder were pardened 
the Governor and ‘set free. Over 
half u murderers have l een pur- 
doned since. Why, history is only 
repeating itself in —— as in 
many other respects. you ever 
known an Eider of this Church being 
Yes, orie—Joseph vans. 
the instance on record 
that I now of. He was an old man, 
end his‘sentente*had nearly expired. 
ater taking this 
your in r taking t upem 
— to vustuin the law as passed 
Aguiust us as people, and uct accord- 
ing to that chunge, the result will de 
that you will be disfranchixed, as I 
buve been. You will not be allowed 
to vote then, nor ‘hold cffice, netther 
would I expect it. If you want the 
e go a a 
dd the things He tells you. But the 
Officers ‘most ‘do their duty. They 
‘should do their duty. No one dlumes 
them for doing it. reaponsibility 
fests ‘be n ‘the Oongress of our 
nutiun ‘and our God. ‘God knows His 
servants ‘are doing His will, and if 
‘Congress passe taws making it a crime 
to-do ‘this, they are respotrsible. The 
Judiciary ure apprinted to administer 
the hiw, und che ‘way they do it bere 
ts beyond all —— 
not‘enty ‘a stretch of authority 
on ‘the part of the Pedcral officials 
here to require a mim to promise what 
de will do in che future under ber- 
‘tained imagined conditions, but also 
‘an iufringement of law. If your mo- 
tives afe that oath. 
You are — before God if you 
‘tke that oath and inteud 
What is the difference in saying that 
vou Will obeerve all the laws of your 
country — in short, (including that one 
called ‘the Edmunds law. passed on 
the «of March, 1882, aud the 
more recent act of Congress called the 
Edmunds. Tucker act), ‘and 
to obey ‘them in ‘detail? 


rrecessity for you to aid or abet others 
to hreuk the laws. kt is that 
you should be to She ‘oath if 
— it. As you ave not veyed 
C-lestin] d of marriage ty taking 
‘a plarality of wives. 
thing existing in ‘the wiy'to | 
‘you from being faithful to the ‘uw, 
or you ‘never have aided and never 
have abetted in it. 
much as you have failed to obey that 
law, you — „and 
ight of truth may 
dun within your ‘minds, that you 
may be true to God, true 1 war 
country, true to every principle ttrat 
‘bas ‘been revealed for sur guidance 
and His zlory. If you will do this 
you will defend our fberties, eave the 


people and their frum de- 
struction; tat if: Gm not, we will 
feel effects. God will justify you 


in doing this. Tou can doit honestly 
and feartessty before God. If you ure 
ever required to promise that you will 
‘never obey God, then I way never take 
such an oath. IT would not make such 
a promise while I tived upon the earth, 
‘for I ‘prepose to heatken ‘ante the 
voice of God, let e result be prison 
‘bars, pénitentiary walls — — I 
prepnee to obey 
t the does bot require this. 

It requires you to 6 the law that 
you have obse und if you have 
not entered into ‘vélestial or plural 
marriage you have observed it. But 
tf you obey the lew of Gud’ finally 
‘the result will be—yor wil'be Barred 
from teking'that oath and from voting 
‘or performing other duties, unless 
God, in His'merey; strikes down ‘these 
re: ‘Until then there will not 
‘be a © ‘fren the condition of 
affairs as: ‘to-day. 

‘Muy 5 ou His Spirit, that 
you may de 


o und ‘never k 
from the performance of the duties 
devol Be faithful to 
dur ng earnest suppliea- 


free and delivered ‘anto His people, 
and ‘occupy their accustumed seats 
‘and address the ‘again to the 
‘glory of the ‘Lord: the joy of our 


There ~4 


souls This is my „in the name 
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HUMAN PROGRESS AND CHRISTIAN IGNORANOE! 
NIL Dan 
— — 


Tuts age ig eminently one of . 
But that progress is confined to cer- 
tain depirtments, and is not really 
ahsolate. To many of the arts and 
sciences rr cent efforts have contributed 
beneficently, achieving results im- 
menselygrand. Though thisisencour- 
aging and indisputable, yet the issues 
are not so grand when we consider 
that fur many centuries mankind bave 
been gradua'ly becoming more and 
more oblivious of the grandest science, 
the principles of which were early 
made known and realized by man— 
the science of Theology. 

vast amount vt knowledge is 
available on almost all mutters except 


that which pertaine to the exgential, 
eternal well-being of the human fam- 
ily. There are hundreds of religions 


and theologies—for all religions in- 
volve thevlogy — extant upon t 
earth. The very multiplicity of sys- 
tems demonstrates the ignorance that 
exists not only us to the principles of 


true thevlogy, but also as to what the 


terin really implies, That portion of | sid-red. 


the world which is designated Ohbris- 
tian, flatters itself that it kouws 
considerable about theology. Bat its 
theologies are conflicting. Obristian- 
ity is divided into a great and ever- 
increasing number of sects, and each 
sect — some distinguishing 
cha istic, as to doctrine ur polity, 
to establish its identity. Doctrine, 
and indeed polity, have their basts in 
theology. Where there is 2 deviation 
in duetrine there ie necessarily a con- 
flict in the 

of pliusible imaginings concerning 
the Deity and 1 econumy ot salva- 
tion. It is 
something like that, and that belief 
has invulved the birth-throes of 
many of the systems with which the 
world is so familar. Many of these 
systems ure centuries old, while others 
are all but new. Apart from the mul- 
tiplicity of the sects which compose 
Christen dom, it is andeniably true 
that there is perhaps nut one of these 


fenerally believed to mean 


he | or Divinity, 


174 
which has not to some extent modified 
or supplemented its dvctrinea I 
this evulution in —save the 
paradox! — was essentially in the 
direction of trath, it would be encour- 
ing. Unbappily such is not the case. 
It is no difficult matter to discern the 
lack of harmony that exists between 
the doctrines of any one of the many 
so-called Onristian sects and the 
teachings of the Bible. 

sated prlasinies the’ Gamat, the 
men tu ples oF the the 
im port of salvation, the object of crea- 
tion, or even the relationship of min 
to God, we find that the Onristiauity 
of to-day is as far from a true concep- 
tion of either or alt of these gs error 
in distant from truth. Noesssity is 
the mother of invention,“ and the ex- 
treme delicacy of modern theol 

it is dybbed—requires 
that it should have doctors, Ductors 
of Divinity is an ambiguoos designa- 
tien. It is, 
absard, however fairty it may he con- 
If we take it that “ doetor,” 
when used in this sense implies one 
learned in divine things, we wilF soon 
find that such a designation, as be- 
stowed upon religious teachers of 
modern times, is not only aa abuse of 
languige, but evidences the organic 
ruttenness of the entire structure of 
su-exlled Christianity. 

The more formidable seets have 
their colleges or seminaries of learn- 
ing Some of — 
the power to confer degrees in Divini- 
ty, ag in the sciences. To gain a de- 
gree in the latter it is necessary to 
pursue the proscribed course, or, in 


other w to possess a certain 


| 
| 
| 
however, ow principle 
cotamonty believed in, the echeols are 
totally at variance with each other. 
Their teachings are entirely — 
and their dogmas in diametric opposi- 
tion. The ideas also differ as to the 
— uf the eandidate for 
ivinity honors. ‘This meape, in 
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short, that what is believed by one 
section of Christianity to be Divinity 
is not regarded as such by another; 
and, further, that such theses may be 
modified to suit the individual whim, 
and yet remain as essentially Divinity 
as ever, 

Such methods are somewhat revolu- 
tional, and lead to higher steps of ab- 
surdity than ever imbecile trod. In 
view of such a state of things, how 
can the so-called Christianity of to- 
day be rightly termed ristian? 
Only by a — disregard for the 
doctrines taugbt by Christ, which 
doctrine, He said, is not mine, but 
His that sent me. 

It is an irrefragable truth, and one 
which burls rightful condemnation at 
modern Christianity, that those v 
nat ions and communities wit bin whi 
it has secured the firmest bold are be- 
coming the most degenerate and cor- 
rupt. No wonder that it is sv. The 
tenor of sectarian teaching is any- 
thing butinspiring. Its substance is: 
Believe on the Lord Jeaus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” This means 
that the Divine purpose in man’s ex- 
istence is accomplished by a single 
effort of the mind—a mere belief in 
the Son of God, Such dectrine is out 
of all harmony with Divine truth. 
The melancholy admission must, then, 
be made, that great as have been the 
achievements of human 
terrible and blighting is the ost 
universal ignorance of religious truth. 
What a strange blending is bere pre- 
sented tothe mind! Stupendous pro- 
gress! Intense ignorance! To pause 
awhile and erp o'er this scene of 
grandeur and of ruin could hardly be 
otherwise than prolific of good, so 
forcibly is demonstrated the 2 
and incapacity of man. Over half a 
century ago the of ignorance 
was penetrated by the light of Divine 
revelation. Tben thereemerged from 
the quietude of rural life an unlearned 
youth, named J Smith, who, 
through the inspiration of „ was 
enabled to e known unto, man- 
kind the principles of truth 
and the higher possibilities of exist- 


‘utterances of the obscure youth. 
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ence, The world of learning heard, 
but laughed to scorn the pretentous 


The 
bonest-hearted heard look - 
ing be untutored boyhood, heard 
the voice of Deity.. Then those who 
had longed for realized 
that it was theirs, strove to heed 
its behests. 

The flimsy theology of human mak- 
ing trembled on the advent of reveal- 
— The pulpit and the press 
were uti to impede its progress 
but in vain. Not all the comoined 
energies of men and devils could sub- 
vert the kingdom of God. Messen- 
gers, divinely commissioned, were 
sent forth throughout the to 
teach mankind the principles of sal- 
vation and truth. Few there were 
who would obey their teachings, but 
those realizing what 
ings might be t pressed eagerly 
into the kingdom. In obedience to 
the Divine commend, they left the 
Babylon of confusion behind, and 
8 unto the place appointed by 
serve 


where they might the better 

Him. Seon the rt whitber 
they had betuken themselves began 
to “ blossom as the rose.” 


The history of this ple—the 
Church of Christ dew 


Suints—clearly evidences that they 
are of Gud, Though persecuted by 
inhuman hordes, crushed by uncon- 
stitutional enactments, and besmirch- 
ed with vilest opprobrium, tbeir re- 
cord of half a century proves them to 
be the purest and most industrious 
community of modern times. 
While divisions and jarrings have 
convulsed so-culled Christianity, ce- 
mented by the Divine Spirit, the 
Saints bave lived in harmony, and 
served their God, . What a strange 
contrast, yet it is not surprising. The 
one has no inspiri to bless 


‘and ennoble — 4. while in the 


kingdom of God all learn those prin- 
ciples of truth which enables them to 
realize the * of their being, 
and thus places before them the 
prerogative of fulfilling the purposes 
of their existence. 


nothing is easier than feult-fnding. No talent, no self-denial, no brains, no character 
are required to set up in the grumbling business. But those who are moved by a genuine 
desire to do good have little time for murmuring or complaint. 
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IMMIGRATION TO AMERICA. 
—0 


Ir is a fact not written without signi- | Whichever of these may be the true 
ficance that the popular repugnance | explanation, the fact remains that 
to immigration just now exhibiting | while the aversion to the classes of 
itself in various ways and in different | Poles, Hungarians, and Italians now 
parts of the country makes a positive coming over is increasing, no one 
exception in favor of the two foreign | thinks of excluding the Germans and 
countries that have furnished, and Irish—and so they keep on coming 
still farnish, us with the largest num. | without let or hindrance. We have 
bers of immigrants—Germany and | received 5.421.000 immigrants from 
Ireland. Among the thousands of | abroad in the last fifteen years—the 
American citizens who are beginning | largest proportion being Germans, the 
to think we have had enough immi- next Irish, the next English, and the 
gration there are few who are not next Scandinavians. ith their des- 
willing to yield conviction so far as to | cendants they number at this time 
admit all self-supporting Germans probably 12,000.000—one-fifth the 
and Irish who may still desire to population of the country. In the 
come. There are several possible ex- fifteen years ending with 1872 the 
planations of this, It may be that number was, 3,467,000, and in the 
the streams that set to our shores | next period of fifteen years preceeding 
from Germany and Ireland bring few | that it was 3600,000. This takes us 
paupers, whose first need on arriving | back to the year 1843, and shows that 
is the nearest poorhouse. It may be | in the last forty-five years the country 
that the new feeling of opposition to | has received 12,500,000 immigrants 
immigration is only an opposition to from abroad. As the entire popula- 
the Czech and Latin elements, whose | tion at the beginning of this period 
advent has been extensively under | was only 18,500,000, it may be judged 
the contract system, with the result how large a proportion of our present 
first to break down the rate of wages, population of nearly 60,000,000 is 
and next, to cause riots and resistance made up of immigrants who have 
to the laws of the land that gives | come over in the last forty-five years 
them an asylum and the means of liv- and their descendants, We are a 
ing. Or, it may be, that the Germans | composite people—and it doth not 
and Irish already in the country, with | appear what we shall be. Our Ameri- 
their descendants, constitute so large | canism is continually changing. It is 
a part of its population, possess so | not to-day what it was a generation 
large a part of its wealth, and exert so | ago, and it will not be a generation 
large a measure of authority over its | hence what it is to-day.—St. Louis 
thought as to control public opinion. | Republican, 


— 


Men are born with two eyes, but with one tongue, in order that they should see twice 
as much as they say. 


Many persons fail in their endeavors merely because they dwell so exclusively in their 
conceptions of future improvements that they forget the certain and assured results of 
the past and the actual workings of the present. There are vague imaginings and crude 
conceptions that can by no means stand the test of actual trial. It is uften quite easy to 
conceive of something which it will be totally impossible to reduce to practice. Its sup- 
posed advantages shine out brightly; its real difficulties do not appear. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRUE HIIO.— The true hero is generous and magnanimous, 
brave and patient, enthusiastic and earnest. He does not seek occasion for display; he 
rejoices in every good or great thing done by another; he gladly takes a second place 
whenever the first can be better filled; he is ready to act when action is needed, and as 
ready to wait when patience is required. He is brave without bravado, prepared for 
duty in whatever shape it appeals to him, and, when finished, he shuns all flourish or 
applause. Above all, he is no hero in his own eyes. 


5 
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MONDAY, JUNE 20, 1887. 


WAS HE A PROPHET? 


— 

“ When a prophet eth in the name of the Lord, if the thüu follow not, nor come 
to pasé, that is the which the Lord hath tut spoken, but the hath spoken 
it presumptuously: fliod shalt not be afraid of him” (Deut. xviii, 

IL. 


Wr can think of nothing which in our jadgthetit would be more profitable to 
our readers than to eertinue the subj:ct we held under considerati n last 
wetk—vis., Was he, nteaniag Joseph Sm th, 4 prophet. And we shall follow 
the same ling of argument that we adopted then, in, showing that his 
propfiseies ere fern Ned. For, as stated in the pastage of Scripture 
at the head of this and last week's article, “Wuen 4 prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing 
Which thé Lord hath not spoken, but the proph-t hath speken it présumptea- 
ously” Of the prophet are fulfilled, 
then it is evidends of thé Hi hest possible order of the divine imspitation of 
the ene making the predictions, provid-d always that such prophecies are of 
a character that they are not resalte that might have been foreseen by the 
tind unaided by the inspiration of heaven. 

The ptopherie quota ions wé are about to make dre from 4 letter written 
by Oliver Cowdery to W. W. Phélba, in 1834, and published in The Saint 
Messenger and Advocate, and afterwards republished in the Times and Seasons 
in 1840, from which we quote. The word: of the angel to Joseph Smith, for 
such they are, were uttered on the 28nd of September, 1823, under the follow- 
ing circumstances. Joseph, having been visited the previous night by this 
same heavenly mesenger,and chown in vision where the plates containing 
the hintere of Aeris were hidden, had gone out tothe place, a hill 
cited by tHe Oamerah; atid there dissuvered the stone 
box in which the was conceited, dtd hud det in opening it, and 
there before m were the on which was engraved the Mistery of what 
ate by thé thé pre historie taces of Amertta. The thought 
fasned through his mind that the tréasuré before him would bring Kim grea 
wealth, and he reache l forth his hands to take th m from their place of con- 
Samet, whee the angel whe bad appeared te him the previous uight fos- 
bade him touching them, and reproved him fér the thought-of his heart th 


| 
E. 
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they wenhl secuse-fen him the wealth that pesiahes, and. said to. him: 


was given to this 
land {meaning America 


be carried to tla Gen of matty will receive it, aad after will the see? of 
be Brotiiyht thie WI of Meir Redeemer By dbeying it ab These who kept the com- 
the on tte lend fhe eoudtinent of Amecies}, desired tobe at Hiv hand, 
aad tliscughs u prayer of faith: obtained the promise, that if their descendants abend 
trasingress, and fall awag, that record might be kept and in the last days come to their 
children.” 

The things foretold in the above are these: 

Fist. The Bouk of Mormon was to be brought forth and taken to the Gen- 
tiles, many of whom would receive it. 

Second. t aftet it had been taken fo the Gentiles it was also to be 
taken to the descendants of the ancient peoples of America, the Indians, and 
they should be brought into the fold of their Redeemer through obe ying the 
message contained int the book. 

We remark first, that these predictions were made in September, 1893, 
before a word of the Book of Mormon was translated into the E glish lan- 
gu ige, or a single person was baptized. The critic, however, would contend 
that we have said the le'ter written by Oliver Cowdery was published in 
1834, four years afte ter the Church was organized, and a number of people had 
received the Book of Mormon, and m n had b en appointed to declare its ex- 
istence amung the Indians; and therefore woul insist on dating the alleged 
prophesy in 1834—when “Mormonism” bad made some progress. And upon 
the hypothesis that Ol. ver Cowdery wus a deceiver, would insist that that 
shrewd individual, seeing the Book of Mormon was being received by tue 
Geutiles, and some prospects of its being received by the Indians, wrote whit 
we have quoted and attribut d it to he angel, and avere t that it war uttered 
in 183 in order to give it a prophetic character which should sustain the 
prétentions of his frieud Joseph Smith. To which we reply, that when 
Oliver Cowdery write tlie letter from which we quote, hi object was not to 
prove that Joseph Smith was a proptret, but wis mere'y writing the history 
of those events for the information, not the convincing of the mem ers of the 
Church. Nor do we know of any of the El ters having referred to this parti - 
enlar prophecy to prove the prophetic character of Josepfr Smii k. 

Puen, we cun quote the same proph cy from another source, whielt places 
all controvérsy u bout time out of the question: 

And now I would prophesy somewhat more concerning the Jews and the Gentiles. 
Fot after the book [mesning the Book ef Mormon} of which I have spoken shall come 
forth, and be written unte the Gentiles, and sealed up again unto the Lord, there shal 
be e whieh shalt believe the word thet are written; aud they shall oasry them forth 
unte the ment of our seed. And then hall the remnant of our seed [the American 
Indians] know concerning us, bow that we came out from Jerusalem. 7 
descendants of the Jews. And we of 
them; wherefore they shall he restored unto the knowledge of their fathers, and also 
the knowledge of Jesus Chrtxt, which wae hed among their fathers. 
for they them from the hand of Ged; and 
(ook of Mane, Neghi 
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These words were written by one of the aneient prophets of America a 
number of centuries before the Christian era, but the unbebever in the Book 
of Mormon would insist that they were written by Joseph Smith or some of 
his associates, and not by any ancient prophet. It is not necessary to stop to 
discuss that proposition bere; even such an objector would have to admit 
that the abuve prediction—in substance identical with that Oliver Cowdery 
says was made by the angel of the Lord in 1823— was written some time in 
1828, since the Book of Mormon itself was published in 1829, and that is 
sufficient for our purpose, for it proves that the prediction was made before 
the events transpired—before more than a dozen people believed the story 
told by Joseph Smith concerning the Book of Mormon. 


Second, we observe, that no human foresight could foretell that this Book 
of Mormon would be received by many of the Gentiles, and taken by them 
to the American Indians, who would also receive it. There was something 
more in the prediction than a shrewd, Yankee guess. Indeed, had it been 
left for the boy Joseph Smith to say by his own intelligence what would be 
the reception given to the Book of Mormon, he would have said that nobody 
would receive it, since his declarations of several years before to the effect 
that he had received a heavenly vision, brought upon his uncovered head the 
anathemas of all the religious teachers who heard of it, and who with one voice 
declared that such things had ceased, and bis story was universally rejected. 
In the light of this experience, he would not be very apt on his own responsi- 
bility to have the prediction we are considering go out. But regardless of 
this experience respecting his first announcement of heavenly visions, he 
boldly made the prophecy that the Book of Mormon would be received by 
many of the Gentiles, and that it should be carried by them to the Indians, 
and they should also receive it. 


Having shown that such a prophecy was on record before the events began 
to be fulfilled, and that the events themselves are of a character that no 
human wisdom could have foreseen them, we come to the question—Hns the 
prophecy been fulfilled? In answer we have only to point to the fact that in 
round numbers the membership of the Church of Jesus Christ in the Gentile 
nations is two hundred thousand, all of whom believe the Book of Mormon. 
And when you add to this number the thousands who have died in the belief 
of the divinity of that book, the terms of the prophecy respecting this point 
are truly fulfilled. As to the second part—viz., these believing Gentiles taking 
the book to the remnants of the people who wrote it—we have but to point 
to the fact that thousands of the Indians have accepted it, and that at present 
the work of converting them t. believe in it is making raj id strides in Ari- 
zona, New Mexico, and Old Mexico, especially in the latter place. The 
natives of the Sandwich Islands and New Zealand are beyond all question 
of the same race of people as the American Indians, and no doubt their pro- 
genitors went from America to those islands. We have recently published 
in the Stak accounts of the rapid spread of the work in New Zealand, more 
than six hundred of the Maoris having joined the Church in the last year: 
and it is well known. that thousands of the Sandwich Islinders have eu braced 
the faith of the Mormons“ And thus the remarkable prediction has been 
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inspiration of the man who 
proclaimed it to the world. 

Speaking of the progress of the ok among the remnants of the ancient 
inhabitants of America, brings to mind a passage in a revelation given through 
Joseph Smith in March 1831: 

** But before the great day of the Lord shall come, Jacob shall flourish in the wilder- 
ness, and the Lamanites [Indians] shall blossom as the rose. Zion shall flourish upon the 
hills and rejoice upon the mountains, and shall be assembled together unto the place 
which I [the Lord] have appointed” (Doe. and Cov. sec. 49: 24, 25). 

Let it be remembered that at the time this prophecy was made, the Missouri 
River was the western boundary line of the United States, and it never 
entered the hearts of the Saints that they would ever inhabit the Rocky 
Mountains. Yet here is a bold declaration that “Zion shall flourish upon the 
hills and rejoice upon the mountains; and the fact that the Saints of God 
who are the Zion of God, are now located in the tops of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and have filled the valleys of those mountains for an extent of more 
than three hundred miles with prosperous towns and villages; with fields and 
gardens that yield in their strength; with orchards and vineyards whose 
luscious fruits are kissed to ripeness by the autumn sun; with cattle and 
sheep upon a thousand hills; with neat cottage homes filled with contented 
wives and happy children, whose merry laughter and shouts of joy mingle 
with the busy hum of industry that blesses the Saints with plen'y and with 
peace. No man can contemplate the scenes that meet him in Utah without 
exclaiming: Truly, “ Zion is flourishing upon the hills and rejoices upon the 
mountains!” And when he remembers that what meets his eye and gladdens 
his heart was foretold by the spirit of prophecy sixteen years before the 
Saints entered those valleys, and at a time when going to the Rocky Moun- 
tains seemed as far removed from probability as it is now that the Saints 
will locate in the vall+ys of the Himalayas in Asia, it will be impossible for 
him to question the divine inspiration of the man who foretold all these 
things. And when he observes the Lamanites in considerable numbers influ- 
enced by the spirit of the teachings of the Bok of Mormon, adopting the 
industries aud customs of true civilization, he can see the time approaching 
when they will blossom as the rose,” and the things predicted of them come 
to pass. ' 

But to return to the prophetic words of the angel delivered to Joseph 
Smith in September 1823. Speaking of the plates and the object of their 
preservation, he says: 

„By them will the Lord work a great and a marvelous work: The wisdom of the wise 
shall become as nought, and the understanding of the prudent shall be hid. And because 
the power of God shall be displayed, those who profess to know the truth but walk in 
deceit, shal] tremble with anger; but with signs and with wonders, with gifts and with 
healings, with the manifestations of the power of God, and with the Holy Ghost, shall 
the, hearts of the faithful be comforted,” 

That these words have been fulfilled is patent to all who are acquainted 
with the history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saint Who is 
there that does not know that “Mormonism” is a marvelous work, and is so 
regarded by men of the first intelligence who have visited the Saints at their 
homes, become acquainted with their history, and what they have accom- 
plished? And that wonderful work has been accomplished through men ac- 


capting as tene the Beek ef Morman, hende in faiflimens of the words of the 
angel, through those plates, the Lord. has performed a great and merwelous 


What wise men has undertaken to overthrew “ Mormeniam,” either by 
argument or inimical legislation, but what his follgehasi heen made manifest 
te the world; bis: prudeace hidden, and his wisdem become as nought) Let 
the history of these whe have opposed the progress of this great larter-day 
work answer; let the statute books of the United States, marred as they are 
by special and vindictive enactments against the Saiuts —enactments which 
are a disgrace to the boasted enlightenment of the nineteenth century, and 
which strike at the very roots of the tree of liberty, bear witness that the 
wisdom of the wise has come to nought, and the understanding of the pru- 
dent is hidden, 

“ Because the power of God shalt be displayed, those who profess to know 
the trath but walk in deceit, shall tremble with anger.” It is remarkable 
that pearly every mob that hus distressed the Saints, driven them from their 
homes, burned their houses and destroyed their property, or that has whipped, 
abused or murdered the Elders, huve been led in ‘their fiendish work by so- 
culled miniaters of the Guspel—* those who profess to know the truth but 
walk in deceit.” Furthermore, every agitation that has lushed popular pre- 
judtice into a fury, until it demanded the destruction of the “Mormons” by 

isfative enactments, has been started and carried on by the same class of 
mén who have “trembled with anger,” because, fursooth, there was more 
force, more virtue, more of the power of godliness in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ es revealed through Joseph Smith, than in the men-made systems of 
theulogy whose crumbling temples these priests of Bual could scarcely support. 

“Buc with signs and with wonders, with gifts and with healings, wich the 
manifestations of the power of God, and with the H., ly Ghost, shull the hearts 
of the faithful be comforted.” That this part of the predictiun, made as it 
was before a single person had been baptized or ever the Church wus orga- 
nized, hus been folfilled, is witnessed by the testimony of the entire Chureh, 
by tens of thousands, by whole communities, who have sealed their testimony 
with more suffering, more tears and more martyrs than any people of modern 
days. Yet in all their afffictions, in all their trials, in alt the revilings they 
bave suffered, and the cruelties inflicted upon them; in the dangers they have 
passed through, as in those that now menace their peace, the hearts of the 
faithful have been made glad by the comfurting presence of the Holy Ghost, 
which in the face of every impending evil says, Fear not, I am with you, be 
not dismayed.” And thus are the words of the prophet fulfilled, by which 
we may know that he was inspired of God. 


We shalt contione this subject in our next. : 

We desire also to say that we have found a copy of the first edition of the 
Pearl of Great Price, published in 1851 by F. D. Richards, in Liverpool, aud 
it cpptains the prophecy op the American war word for word as it is now pub- 
lished in the Doctrine and Covenants; so that our statemeat that that pro- 
phecy which we considered last week was published aod widely circulated 
both in England and the United States at least ten years befure the war com- 
menced, is verified. | : 


work. 
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By cablegram from New York We learn that the thisd of Saints 
(principally Scandinavians) arrived in New York in safety, end belt there for 
Norfolk on the Isch inst. All were well. 


‘Conference will be held in the Hull of Science, 
Rockingham Street, Sheflield, on Sunday, June 28th, services to eommence 
at 10 f. m., and Zend 6 pm. President George Teasdale is expected to attend. 


A Oonferenes will be held in Heckley Chapel, 
Hunter's Vule, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on Sunday, July 3rd, services 
to commence at 10-30 a.m., dnd 2-30 and 6-30 p.m. President Teasdale is ex- 
pected to be present. 


APPoINTMENTS.—Elders, Daniel F. Collett and Asa W. Judd, are appointed 
to labor in the Holland Mission. : 

R. H. Ford,. William Baker, James Thompson, and Willtam Wood, jun., 
Traveling Elders in the London Conference; Thos. A. Greethalgh and Daniel 
K. Green, Traveling Elders in the Manchester; John Briggs and Joseph C. 
Pixton, Traveling Elders in the Liverpool; John Batty and John Howard, 
Traveling Elders in the Sheffield; Charles Kingstone, Traveling Etter in the 
Norwich; William Drage, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham; Rubert W. 
Stoney, Traveling Elder in the Leeds; Ephraim Marshall, Traveling Elder 
in the Newcastle; Charles Seegmiller, Traveling Elter in the Bristol; James 
T. Thorne, Traveling Elder in the Glasgow; David R. Gill, Thomas B. Davis 
and Cornelius Green, ‘Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference. 

Elder Duncan M. McAllister-is appointed to labur in the Liverpool Office. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
— CQ — 


ashe New York, June 1, 1887. | hundred yards in either direction, the 
President George Teasdule: fog horn was sounded every few min. 
Dear Brother,—We left Qaeens- | utes, and part of the time the speed 
towu Sunday, May Aud, about p. m., of the vessel wus reduced. 
and encountered a heavy head sea . morning, che th, hav- 
that night, and from then until-late ing obtained ‘permission of the cap- 
ou Friday, the 27:b, taln, I to and 
gn passage, tue sD! u strangers on the upper , forward, 
through and roiling has . billows the _ was blowing strung at the 
for five days and nights, duringwhich time, and an occasions! shower of 
time very few d sea sickaess. | salt water hud the effect to shurten 
Tue Saints during this time seemed |*my remarks. 
in good heart, with few exceptions, The Swiss and German Saints held 
and mangged occisionally to gat to- | a meeting iu the afternoon, and gave 
gether and sing a few hymns, bear | evidence by their spirited testimonies 
testimony to the blessings of God, and | that they have the Spirit of God alive 
listen to the counsel of those placed in their hearts, and are zealous in the 
to preside over them. ‘No sickness, | Gospel Elders Berster and Stabli 
or accident of a serious nature | addressed them also. 


has occurred among our people. Sunday evening, Major Wrench, a 
Friday and Saturday, th and | saloon passenger with ‘whom ‘I have 
Weh, we traveled into ice -| had conversations upon “the 'Gc spe’, 


borhood, and for two days and dne pa. 
night we could not 12 a few sengers, — — aceto.. 


| 
Z 
* 
| 
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and Purser, wished me to give them a 
lecture, or 78 to them upon “ Mor- 
monism.” I willingly complied, seat- 
ing myself among them in the cabin 
on deck. I briefly related to them the 
early history of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, the visits of angels to him, how 
he obtained the plates and translated 
them, how he received the Aaronic, 
and Melchisedec Priesthood, and. the 
authority to preach and administer 
the ordinances of the Gospel, the 
testimony of the three witnesses, ex- 
lained the first principles of the 

pel, and our views upon plural 
marriage, where we derived it fro 
vis: from heaven by revelation, an 
why we gathered. 

hey all listened with interest and 
paid respectful attention. Towards 
the close of my remarks, Elders Lowe 
and Nye came in, and several ques- 
tions were asked of us, which we an- 
swered to the best of our ability. 

Monday, May 30th. The weather 
is charming this wemeey, just wind 
enough to form pretty little ruffles 
on the surface of the pure blue-green 
water, the sun is shining out 
from the pale blue sky, adorned with 
light silvery clouds, which latter look 
like they might be resting places for 
angels of Gud, while being wafted 
through space, 

All our people are on deck, except 
two or three who are still delicate. 
The vessel is gliding smoothly along 
through the great waters diligently 
speeding her way toward the promised 
land, the r western continent, 
which, in a few years will be the great 
arena of the most marvelous events 
that have occured in the history of 
the world. 

The passengers are variously occu- 
pied; sume of the young playing at 
skip rope, others reading and loung- 
ing about the deck, some of our good 
sisters are 2 eng knitting, 
others writing letters to loved ones at 
home. On the after deck, a game of 
quoits is being enjoyed by a few 
saloon passengers; from the cabin 
come occasional sounds from the vio- 
lin and the piano; a few Irish n- 

rs are crowded together on the deck 
forward listening to a song from one 

of their number, at the conclusion of 
‘which a round of hearty applause 
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greets our ears; and thus the hours 
are wiled away, and the vessel con- 
tinues to speed, on, indugtriously 
cleaving her way through the great 
waters, which seem to have no end. 

The Saints all seem happy and con- 
tented, they have been singing the 
songs of Zion to their hearts’ content. 
Our brethren — been — in 
visiting among them, giving them 
words of cheer and counsel, and we 
have had assistance from the 
brethren selected to assist the Travel- 
ing E ders. 

I have had very able assistance from 
my two Lowe and 
Bessler, although the former has suf- 
| fered cousiderable with poor health a 
| good deal of the time. ä 


Tuesday, the 3lst. We had an en- 
night in the steerage, the Spirit o 
God was manifest in the powerful 
| testimonies borne by the brethren and 

sisters of different nationalities, We 
have had a fine day, and quite a few 
of the Irish passengers have been en- 
t juying themselves in dancing on the 
upper d We met together with 
the Saints again to-night, and gave 
them counsel and instructions how 
to conduct themselves when landing. 
| Wednesday, June Ist. Went on 
deck at 3 a.m. to find the cause of the 
engines being stopped; wind from E. 
heavy rain, very dark. I learned 
from one of the officers that we were 
in shallow water, and being so dark 
— to proceed until day- 
ight. 

5-30 p.m. We have made out the 
land, Long Island is on our starboard 
bow, but, like a low cloud’ bank, 
scarcely visible through the 3 
rain. We are now steaming fu 
speed for Sandy Hook light-ship, it 
is still raining rast. 

We have had kind treatment and 
polite attention from all the officers 
and servants of the Nevada, and our 
efforts to enlighten their minds con- 
cerniug our religious principles have 
had the effect of awakening greater 
| interest towards us, and, added to the 
| kind sociable disposition manifested to 
| Us from the ca purser, and other 
| Officers, also from the saloon passen- 
gers, several of the latter have ex- 
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changed cards with me, and expressed 
a desire to visit Salt Lake City. 

We have now reached the place 
where the quarantine officers board 
the vessel, the engines are stopped 
and the vessel is allowed to drift 
about while the examination takes 
place. Notwithstanding the pouring 
rain, the steerage passengers are or- 
dered on deck, and men, women and 
children are compelled to stand in the 
drenching rain. I applied to the doc- 
tor to know if they could not go below 
until the rain moderated or ceased. 
He replied they could not. After 
waiting some time and seeing nothing 
being done, and some weakly looking 
and poorly protected from the rain 
among the sisters, I again asked the 
doctor if he did not think that some 
of them could go below for a while; 
he replied, rather sharply, that I could 

o below. I rejoined I did not wish 
2 myself, but there were some wo- 
men with infauts and I did not think 
this severe wetting would conduce to 
good health. After waiting some 
little tim, the passengers were allow- 
ed to go below, and the doctor exam- 
ined them there. I presume they, 
the doctor, could not stand the rain 
on deck. He is not very popular. 
It is his first trip, and unless he cul- 
tivates more sympathy for persons in 
a feeble condition, it will be to the 
interest of the Guion Company to 
bave a more kindly disposed man for 
thut position. 

We are now steaming‘past the great 
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Bartholdi Statue of Liberty. It bas 
an imposing a bat like most 


all monuments, it is a momento of 
that which is dead. 

We are now landed at the Guion 
wharf, and the pleasant, genial face 
of Elder J. E Hart has shone upon 
us. After a few hours of patient 
searching, and hurrying from place to 
place, we have transferred the n- 
gers and lugguage from the Nevada 
to the river boat. We steam up 
to Castle Gardens, get the passengers 
all registered without much trouble, 
and from thence back tothe Old Domin- 
ion wharf. Change again on to the 
SS. Roanoke, and after getting them 
some food sent aboard, which Elders 
Lowe and Thompson kindly under- 
took to distribute among them. 

I seek a quiet spot to write you 
these particulars Thus far our 
journey has been a prosperous one‘ 
and although we have — through 
many trials and a few hardships inci- 
dent to a rough sea passage, the trials 
are now past, and we can smile when 
looking back upon them, and offer 
thanks and praises to God for bring- 
ing us through safe and well. To- 
morrow at 3 p.m. we sail from here to 
Norfolk. 

The Elders and Saints join with me 
in good wishes and kind greetings to 

ou and all at “42.” Praying for the 
lessing of God to rest upon you all, 
I remain your brother in the Guspel 
of the kingdom of God, 
Epwarp Davis. 


UTAH NEWS. 
—0 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 
A number of political clubs are being organized in Utah, especially in Utah 


County. 


Fifty members of the American Institute of Mining Engineers will be in 
Salt Luke City about the Fourth of July, and will visit all the principal 
mining camps in the Territory during their stay. 

A severe hail storm passed over Cache Valley on the 18th ult, and did 


considerable damage at Wellsville. 


Wheat, lucern, corn, etc., was literally 


mowed down, and scores of window lights were broken by hailstones larger 
than marbles, which descended with great fury. 

William Openshaw, a brake man on the Utah and Nevada Railway, was 
accidentully killed by being knocked by a loose plank from a car loaded with 
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